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Preface
It may be wondered whether there is need for a book like this. Such a question must no doubt face anyone writing on any subject. The least an author can do is to state his own reason for producing his book. In view of the many existing books on nt theology some justification is needed for writing another. My main aim has been to produce a book which pays attention to the different sources of material within the nt, but which at the same time presents the teaching under its major themes. It may there​fore serve the purpose of a handbook to Christian doctrine.
It is my hope that this book will be a useful tool in the hands of all serious students of the nt. It is further hoped that it will go some way towards demonstrating the considerable amount of unity within the nt and will help to offset the prevailing tendency to stress the diversity.
I am indebted particularly to two of my colleagues in the Tyndale Fellowship, Professor I. Howard Marshall of Aberdeen University and Dr Richard T. France of Tyndale House, Cambridge, who have both carefully read through the manuscript and made many valuable suggestions. There is no doubt that this book would have been the poorer without their help, but I alone am responsible for its final form. I wish to record my thanks to my publishers who have supplied encouragement to me from the incep​tion of the idea some years ago. I am also grateful to several of my students or former students for their assistance. Sally Jiggins BA, Maria da Suva and Rhona Pipe BD, between them undertook the not inconsiderable task of turning my hand-written manuscript into typescript, and Brian Capper BA gave invaluable assistance in preparing the Bibliography and Index of Authors from my footnotes.
Donald Guthrie
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