Is there a meaning in this text?
Kevin, Vanhoozer

KV starts with from a question pointed by Kierkegard / regarding James 1.22/27 regarding what oneself is seeing in a text. 

There is the possibility that the reader project him self onto the text, or the reader discover himself in the text. Kierkegard is using the metaphor of mirror from Jams 1. 
Philosophy and literary theory: from Plato to Postmodernity 
A very important question regarding the meaning … 

C. K Ogden, The Meaning of the Meaning

Ideea subliniat[ de KV este că
Chapter 2 

Undoing the author: authority and intentionality 

The question raised by modernity is: Why there is something in stead of nothing. So the question can be applied to the text: Why is there meaning in stead of nonsense?
Usually the meaning was seen in connection with the author, with the creation of the author. Specifically, meaning is located in the author intention to convey (a duce, aexprima) a particular message through the signs.    
Derrida contested this idea / What postmodernity most put into question is the notion that the signs are reliable indicators of the way things really are. 
KV / vede o conexiune între moartea lui Dumnezeu  în secolul 19 şi moartea autorului în sec 20. 

Authorship and authority / the birth of the author 

In this section is sicussed the role of the author in interpretation. 
Question: is there an authorn in this text? This is a question about the nature of authorship not about the physical existence of the author.  
The another question is if we can escape the author presence, on the one hand he is omnipresent in our society. 

One way to conceive the relation between text and author  is the principle of cause and effect. Where the author is the cause and the text is the effect of the author. The text is seen as the extension of the author. The author is the historical cause of a textual effect. 

The text serves as a reliable expression and extension of the author.   p44

The author as the origin of meaning p. 45 

The idea of modernity that the man is free to think for himself and … Descart and Kant put the human being in place of God. 
According with Nietzsche, the individual self is the author of all value, menaing and truth . P 45  

Inclusive the word author is in connection with word authority, and Barthes considers  that the author is a modern character, from when the author takes the place of God. 

P46 , the different way of interpreting as the gramatico-historical methode, from criticism, and redaction criticism all of these have the purpose of recovering the original meaning, which was in the mind of author. The original meaning is the authentic menaing. 
# The father author and the Stable Home of Menaing 

The author, as the one as the one who originates and guaranties 

Hirsch, considers that interpretation only make sense only if one assumes that textual menaing is determinate … the meaning is definite and unchanging. P.47 the interprete job is to reconstruct a determinate actual meaning … 

Words alone don’t mean, people do … a word sequence in particular doesn’t mean until somebody means something through it … there is no magic land outside of consciousness p47 
# The author in Premodern and Modern Biblical exegesis 

The reformers theologians were seeking after the author meaning too. 

Even the modern historians dosen’t believe in the inspiration of the bible they were looking after the original meaning. 

# undoing the author’s authority 
The author is the foundational principle in what we might call the traditional metaphysics of meaning p. 48 the author is the sovereign subject of the sign
In opposition to this Derrida tries to dismantle the  text of things that the readers presupposes … ??? see exactly 48 
However the conclusion of Derrida is coming under the influence of Nietzsche who announced the death of God. 

