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CLEAR OR OtsSCURE?

REFORMA-IION DOCTRINE AND THE
CONTEMPORARY CHALLENCE

It  i .  rb . \ , rceLr . r t ron nJ srv t j )a l  (hr  sr \ r . . r ' th-ccoILrr t
I l . iunMt! , r )  lLr \ .  r r  bo. torn.  ,  h$nkr t r r t ic . , l  r (aolut rD.
luthcr 's  rnct r l ,g  ivub ( ; rd i r r l  ( l iUct .u,  r t  A, tqsbl r rq In lS lE
LlevLl , ] tcd i r t . r . r  t l r rcu*r . , ,  o t  l r ' r ( . , t ( ,  ( r  t r t . r l  t r r l l  puLnishr : .1
nr  l . l .1J l ,  t r l , i .h  rsscr tc , t  tbr  n, r ior r  

" i r  
t rc : .u 'y  { )aDrrnts l r i

r tsF ' ' )se Lrr rh. .  $ fot .  r  \n t {n icnt  r r  Ihr th hc rc l i rseJ "<r
. 1 , . , .  1 . . ,  , .  r , ,  I '  I ' r , ' . . r . . ,  \ . . : l , r , r
of  r  r ins l r  J l r )brgr l tc .N, l  , , l t rurc dccreta l  o l r  l 'opc \ rho is . r
rD. . .  hunru bcrnq 

-  
N( ' r  sr r rpf lsr rq l l .  ( i t . r$  o{ , jL . l iJ  Lhrr

J. , f r r (ur  l , r \  to  n, t , r t r . t  thL UiL ' l r  d ,J  rh. r t  L ln l 'opc rs  sr ; rcDc
rn thrs. r rc . r .  l r r tcrprcretur ,  j ro i ! .vc, .  h . rd bccn r  i ruc i . r lc l r rseDt
i r r  l . r thcr 's  " ruLt i r r r lur l  . t r t r , j rh  f . ) r  tp" i r i r l  r r rs t .D.r"  i lc
dr . r . ior r  rDrrDt , igD,r ,s lv  d0rc. l  the iJ , )p. -s  supreI l r .  ruth()nt \
. iDd pro. . .dcd t<, ,nrkr  h is  h( . l l , .n f ( r i . r l  .o i i ( ' , rs  t r  k . t
c lcnrcnt  r r  th t  ' r l t r l rus. {ndi . r  th : t  to l1r , rcd.

Ih"  rorr rc i t rorr  I 'cLrvccn th i i .hrpt . r  u , l  th .  | r t ! ior i  o l t
i \  L( rv  . l i ) \c  fhr  ! r ' . l ] r r  Lo r ' r lnr ro,  of  rh(  l ' ror .s t iDt  11.-
l i rDrn to br l ) l i .a l  ] , . 'D,cn. !n.s  rs  t l rcr  r \ i . t .n( .  ou r / r f  t , / , t i , ,

rA  i f . 1 f , ! r { ,  Noo l l  l r l t , i  l \ t t ' ! \ .  r l  } t r l l \ t l  / ' t r 1 r r . r i . r  l l ! r ! l ' x ,
i  \ rJ . r l ( . .  i ' r . r , l .  t l ,  a  n



u(,x t , {  ( )a S.r iFrLrrc.  Ihcrr  c , - 'ncc. , .  hor ' . ! . r .  r i ) (uscd Jt . -
cr t lcr l [  or r  the necd to rescuc rhe l ] 'b l (  [o i !  thc. ) ] lcgonir l
ncthod Wc scc th is  c leDrcr t  s t r rk ' t ) { lY cxt r .sscd in  nDv of
Lothcr 's  r .mI t5 Thc I Io lv  Spi r l t  \  thc t i . i r r .s t  (nt . r  r
spt .kcr  n l tervcn and crr th r r rd thcr . larc ILr  word\  crnrbt
hrrc morc thm onc,  an<l  thar  thc vcrv s implcst  \ensc.  whr.h \v .
( . ' l i  thr  I ' r f r11.  orL l i r r rv ,  n. r tur . t l  sr r tsc l l .  ! . ,D tu ' i ( r  t t ,
r l lceor ies rs  d in l r i  scLrn)  that  l . rd  io  ! l l .  spc.u l r t rns:  indccd,
lor  Luth(r ,  r l l  hucs 'c ! . | l isc f rod ncsl . ( t i r is  thc s i r , f l .  w. ,ds

As 've havc a l ru-rdy notcd,  dr( .or) t r rsr  bct$eeD rhe
Irck)r . r ( r !  r , ,d  th.  nredr . ! t r I  \ (hol l r (s  rh( 'n ld c . t  bc.usS.r-
r tcJ.  Nor or ly  h jd n,edrcvr lscbol r rshr t ' r r rL lc  r )ot ib l f  rdvrn.cs
n h is tor ic . r l  and Sranrnr . r t i .e l  r {cgcs1s,  i r  is  r lso r ru.  thrr  r l r .
I tc lorr . ' .  . l i \ . rpp ' . ! r l  or  . , l l ( lorv $. r \  r ror  . r lq : r '  lorvstcr t
Shl l ,  1 t  is  q l r ; t (  . r .c ! r l r .  ro . l .s .nb.  the I l . l i ) rDr(s !s , rppoDcrrrs
of  thc r l legor icr l  mctho, l .

M v . o D C c D ' , n  t h r r  e h r p t c r .  h o s r v t r .  r  t o  i d i , i t t  t h . i r
turnn)  for  thr t  oFposihd) .  Up rc thc t inr .  ( ) f rh.  I l . lor ! ) r t i ( in ,
th.  l l ib lL  ( ' ,Ls pcr( ivcr l  bv nnrs i  pc( ' t l .  rs . r  f indrnrcntr l l t
ob. .ure book.  T|c conrrr ror  r i , lk  ror l l l  Dor  bc c\pc. ted to
u.( lcrsrh( l  r r .  : r r . l  so thrv wcrc d iscoLr . igc( ]  r ronr  r ( rd i rg , t  1

ln(1. .d the I l ib lc  s . , .  Dor  .  \ .n  , . !Jr l ib l .  i ' ,  . r  LnHurs(  thL_v ,  f0 ld
unr tcrst r r rd Thcy rvuc r lnrost  romplctc ly  dL 'pcrdcr : t  or  t l tc
ruthor i t r t r ! .  i , , t ( r f ' rc t l r ( )n of  (h.  .hur .h

l l l r  lupfo$ rhc L l ib l .  i \  Dor  to bc r l l ( !or i , .J .  Suptosc
erch prss:gc hrs Dot  sc\ (n l  nr . rnrrqs but  orc,  srnplc .  l r tcr r l
n r r ! , $ g  l n  & r t  i . r s r .  r l l (  h r r s t l . r D s  r D , \  L r c . D r , N r i s . ( l  I o  ! u , L l
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th.  l l ib l .  I Ie  5(r ip tur . '  sh( t rL l , l  b .  t r .Lrr !hr .d nr to rhf  conrr ' (n l

r ' . , r r . .  l , l r  l - 1 . . r .  . .  -  ' t q l r r  t  1 ' r r ' . r "  i r ' r r ' r ' r ' r r ' r "

Lr t l ,er  in  pr f t i (Lr l I  $ . r i  r . rv  rns isrcDr on rhcsc l \o i r r t \ '  ind he

( \p. t r ( l t , l  r r fsr ( r t rLrus crcrgr  orr  r r is  Inol r  (oJ{rnq \ !orL.  t l r '

Lr rns l r txr r  of  dr .  l l ib l (  in to ( ; .nDaD
'J 

h.  vcr t  tJ i t  th . t  I  t t rn i l  r / i rn  wr\  ntcd( t l .  howtvcr ,  ' rL \cs

Lrr t . r rn prr ,b lcr rN ntr  rhc \ t ($ rh: r  rhc Si r rprurc '  r rc  c . rs t l ,v

rc .css ib l (  to  (omnror  ( lh is t i r ls  l f r  Chr is [ rn is  un:b lc  to t t r t l

!1 , .  Uib l (  rn ' rs  ( , . ign,r l  hngurs.s.  rh(r r  hc . r  rhc i ' , lcFenl l 'n t

on knoslcr lgdblc r rJrvrL lu i l '  to  r r r . r lvzc rhc hrb|cr l  ter t '

ur rderst rnLl  t ts  n&rrr rg.  rDd c\prcss r t  c lcrdy ! )  thc l r tsu!s '  o t

thc . . r ( l ( r .  For  r |1 !  r . rs , l r  : rd , , rhcrs.  minY ( lhr ls turr r  i i ' ' l  (h  11

thc docrLrnc or ' rhc c l r r i ty  of  Scr ipnrrc hrs l rccorrc I I rorc od

morc dr l ] lcu l t  r , r  dei lnJ.
ln  rhe i lL . t  phcc.  t l )c  r r ! , ) r .ndor , \  ad\ ' rD( .s  r t  sp"rJ l '7 'd

k los lcdgc, lur ; .c  the Prst  ccnt tuv r rc  sul i l . r .Dt  t ( )  nr t i rDiJr te

. \ . |  rh .  t r .sh6t  rnrong us Wt .onkl  fo ,nt  kr  num(rous

rr i re. f ret r ru is  ot  Scr l . rdrc r l , r r  h l ' (  be.n Prc lcJ 
qrons l ) t

rcccrr t  advinccs I )oes not  that  ta . t  ra isc scr ;ods qucst ions rbout

rh.  n\ . . \ 'L .L o l  ( . r t t r in t !  \a ' . rn chi r r r  to  h. r t  lor  ou '  Pr ' r 'n t
oFmions;  Whrt  is  r r tc  r rorc ucncrr l l ,v  sccms t r lso t ! -  b '  t r l f  { ' f

thc r r t f tprcut io , r  of  S( . rp lur( :  rhc nrorc wc knorv.  the nrorc

corrsc iu:s  rvc r ' .  o l  oLr '  'gr r r ) rJD(c
In thc scctnd Fl . .c ,  io  !a,v  drr !  rh.  s ' r ;phrrcs r 'e  ' ler r

sccnt \  to  d-v in  thc hcc,r f  rhc r . r l i t i< !  of (onr .n lPorrrv  cht ' rch

l r t - . .  As porni .J  o! t  n ,  (h. .Prcr  l .  cvcn Ihos.  \v l 'o  s l ) t r rc

s igni l l . rn t  arcrs of  docl rnrr l  rqrcc ' rc ' , t  f iDd thenlselvcs r t  odds

in rhc ur t (prcr : tur  o l  , , rFo(xnt  L ' rb l ic . l  pr \src.s  Pssrg 's
d.r l ; .s  wr th b. rpr ism mr{  rh.  Lord \  SuPpcr '  F i 'srges rhr t

t i ( lJress 'hc qu.sr io , r  , ) f  l jo lu(e.  t rDd pr$recs rhrr  ht rvc

rc l .vr , ) .c  iur  s . r ious . rh icr l  l \ robl f r r r '  su.h rs  r r ' r r ,  t rpr t r l

p l lnbhnLnt .  r r rJ  rbonron.  l i  thosc rvho I 'c  wholch ' r ( .d lv

, lc 'o ted t , r  thc :uthorr rv  o l ' : . r iFt r r ( .  ( rnnot  agrcc on srch

qL)Lst 'o , , \ .  h is  thc do. tnnc ot  thc.1r ' r tv  oJ Scr iFrur .  befonr '

l I  thr  d i r r l  phcc.  rht r .  i l fcrs  n '  b( .1 n. \ 's(n\ rhvr t \  k)

rbc s igrr l icrncc of  corporr tc  authol tv  r r  thc . l lur 'h  lhc

R . r . r r r c r '  t h r t r ' . r '  r ' (  t i ' l r  u l  f r r \ ' ' r i  r r r . r l ' r ' r ' ' r i u r r $ ' \

: i i t : \  r t  \ h , r t  / - r r r l  1 l , hLhd . \ . 1n . , :  I I L ' i ' n rn .  l , ) . i r )  i r 5 l r
' F (d . . r  \ \  l i t r ' r r r .  / r n . ' )  , r  , r d l ' n l r k ' J  rN . t r  Y (  r k  l )U tn {  L f8 r , ) .  t l

111 ,A  { ! r  c . r  i \  i . r ( r q rn . . , l i z . n r r  t r ' t r ]  l , r \  h . cu  Jnp ! r . J  ' s f  l ) \
l l  t l ( \ f  / ) , i  l r n r / , ,  \ h r . l , r l n t  h i t t i \ \  1 r  t ) . . 1 )n l t n  t ^11 | r l n r i r l r n  & t  u ) l , l

tA f j \ l i . r t  l , nnn r  n r t r s  \ : f  l r {  M  \ . " ,  l , ) } , r  Mo r . , , , c r .  sn i l l . ) -  p , ,  i r i
. r r  r ) ' I  n , r  r c v , v r l o l  po l , r l r  l r t ' r . l n "N  n  d r . ( $ . l r t h . . r n ' r v  ka l  ( )  r h .  u \ r  oJ
r l l c r l r y  I n r  ( l ' c  s r \  r i .  r u r t rDL  . i  , ' , r n , . n i x  r l , c  l t r i r \  ( s rn l r  J ,  t r  l n , , / ,

I  I l r ,  11  ( , i  l i r , l l \  1 , . . 1 . n r11 .  l n \ , . r . r  r l , n  r l . . , r r r , , , , ( ' ( .  , r i * ouJL !d
p r \ . dc  I nb l (  r r r . l , i g  . ,DJ  t l i t r r  r l , .  p ' . 1 ' l r n  h . ( r r ' r  r v . , . c  b r  r l i r  r v c  o r  r | c
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. l i .n  bJh ' r .L( l  b , !  . r  . . , : . , {n l r ior i  rhr t  ro ( thr j \ t i .Ur  r \  .Ln ishr f  hL,r
, \  pJrr  ot  r l ) (  bodr  o l  ( .1)ns i  Mul . r '  L \ - I r l rc t r . r t , \ ,D.  h{ , \ \cr . r .
r l ra i r l  o f  r l : .  ib , ,sc or  , l rur . I  rur t rDr t ly  rD. ]  r , , t tu . r ) . fd  b\  . r

r , , . , \ r d , .  i r . r .  , t  t , , . .  , . . . , t  ,  . .
, , .cd l ; r  ( lhr  sh i rs  ( )  : , ,L ,mir  rhcr  , fdcFlrndin l :  o f  S.r i f t ( tu .
t , ,  thc lLrdr j , r rdr t  o f  thc r r t rh l i .hc. l  .hLLrch

Y. l  r l ) ,Dgs scen) ro l -c  .h .urur i r .  ( ) , r (  J . r . r rs  I  srsr l r
\cDs.  , ) i  h  nr i l l r \  inrong I  g fo\ r r rg r [ ,Db.r  of  l ) . l ievcrs.
! r ' i thour  suLrurnbrrs f t ,  th t  opposi t r . { l ,ng.r  ( , f  rn . r f ronr i \ r , r {
rh. r r  (onv (nons.  DrJ, \  ( lhr is t i  r \  \hor  r  {ch, , ,n .  L l . r i r (  . l
! u b D ) i t  n J  ' l , . . r , r l o n r  r r d . L t r r n s r t  , , 1  r h . , . . t J . ' \  r D  r t x . h r r l )
Ihorsh r l l ,5  dcvclof r , (Dr  i i  r  wh() lcsor , .  or) r .  do.s i t  r . r
.hr l l .nr .  oUr .o, , ! r . t ion thI  thc Dr. rn i r i l i  o f rh scr ' t t r r rcs is
p l r ' r  lDd ( .L. t i l r  rccc. 'L t l r  to  rh.  ( , ,nr r ron rc .k l . r :

ERASMUS VERSUS LUTHER

Thest  qrr ts furrs  r rc . r l l  s$rd,s.  but  drcv. r rc  rcx rcr l r
r ' f \ .  \ J i i r l r o U r  r r r n r n r L z L n q  L h c  d r s t , r r < ( ! c  p r c s s u r ( \  r t r . , r  ( h r r k
r t ' , /c  nro( i . ' r )  Chf ish,r ) r rv .  w.  j r . rJ  rd. ,pprcf , . , rL ho!v nru(h
hcl l ,  $c . rn r . .crv .  l ;oD) (11,nshr , ,s  in  cr .Ld r ! .s .  At ,erd! ,n
(h.  tou.rh. ( r tu f !_ tor  cr rmpl f , . loh, ,  Chr\ \osf t rnr  hrd . .cc,g
r ' . : r l '  r r . . . l  r , ' .  I  ,  r .  , " '  r , . ,  '  .  t . r ,  r \  

" , , L . r . . , r ^ , . . ,
r l ) .  r l r | r !  o j  \ { ' } , ro ' (  i r i  l , ,s  *o, ( ls .  / , , , , / , r  / , r  i ' r , , t l , ,  t . t , i ,  . , . t l

l  l )L  rh! ) {s  thrr
'1ot  $. rp l ic lL l \ ,  $ t rs  Dr ik ;nq r tx  srnr .  pcuj t  \ .hcn hc a.qn.d
( l , r r  \ i r lLr . r l l \  . r1 l  Clhr is t i .Lr r '  ur i ( lcrsrr , , l  $hrr  hc b. t ic 'cd to t , r
, , n c  r l  d r e  r r r o s t  t i r n r k r r r r n t . r l  J o r  t n r $  r h t s t r r r r u , t s r s ! i t i r r n c c

A q!r l r t icr ion ot  rhrs \or t  nrr \  s .cr r  to  l f . !vc rhc door
(+rcn lor  . rLnrs. :  coui ( l  Dot  so!r ( ,nc , lc t lDc , . .6 jdt ,  L( t
.n , r l , r . " r /  ,  ruch l  rv : r  thrr  r rsr  p, , r rons or  t t rc  l t , [ , tc  rcr r . r r
) , ' , , t t t5 \ r i tc  r , ,  i ) t l i . \ .h '  IDdrcd or f  r , ,u ld.  hur  \ !c  r ) f ( ( l  r , ,
r . ' r ' .n ' t ) . r  11 ' . , r  su. t i . rbu! \  Ic  tossr t . t {  wh. , )cvcr  (  .  sc.k  to t r !

CLEAR OR OBSCLJRD?

. Ic ln l  r  J  . .s l \ t5rb l .  nr  our  l i r rnru l r t ion o l  . lo . t . i , ,c  A v
r t teDrf l  \ r .  mrkc ro. ) !o id s in4 ' |sr rc  r r rswcrs b)  chf i tyrDe lnd
qual i t i rne our  s t r tcnr .nts  rurs th.  lsk o l  b . r ' ) {  r l isundcrsrood
tr ' rd  Dl isappl ' . .1  l t  i5  importar t  to  not . ,  hdwcv$,  d)Jr  rhe
l {c ibrnr(6 rh.Drc l ! . .  teDrptcd rhough d,cv nust  h: tc  I 'cen
r , r  orr rsr t  r l r t j r  post ibn n,  rh(  l l . r  r f .or )nr ! t r \ )  ( l .hr .d

rhcrr  do, t r t rc  ofb i l ) l r tJ l  chnry,  , r r  p . rsp i .urr \ .  bv focusrnq on
thc fourJ: i r ioDr l  tmrhs of  S.r ip t r rc .

Prr t l .u l r r ly  ; rs t ( r ( t i rc  in  th is  rcgrrd rs  Luth. r ,  tn . .  no
l i r rcc i i r l  i r r  r f f r rnrr rg th i r  (h.  n,uning ot  ih .

I l r l le  rs  phrr  r r rJ . r reessblc to J l l  I ' j . rhrp!  Ib .  Dn\r  r . r ' . , lnrg
drscusrorr  rs  f iurd rD h is  hnrcrr :  cssrv Ot  th P ' r i lw r l  th t
It'i11. ur rvhich |e resyrrdcrl ro r sc.res o{ cfliicisDs Ertrrmus
hrd nr ide sonrc rxrc t i r l ic r '  Er . rsmus.  r )  ( l r .  P.cf r (e t< '  h is
$.rk  ( , , ,  t r f  l1{ .1. , r  f l  r l t  l l i l l ,  l , . rJ  ( 'br ( . r f .1  to Lur l \ r r 's
st r t .nr . , , r \  oD humJr)  l r .cdo, , r  b( . . rus.  dr 's  su l ) t . . t ,  he lc l t .  wtrs
r  ver l  obscurc ore

F, , r  thrrc  t r r .  v" i f  s . r .c t  p l (G i t  rhc r l ! lv  S.nptr t r . \  L . to
shr  h ( id l  h , r !  n , , r  q 'bh. , l  rs  ( .  F. , r . t r r t (  r tn .  d, , t t , l \  i ' , (1 . , l
( .  , r !  t )  d .  nJ.  rhd)  rh.  d. r t , r  q .80.  d, .  J ' r [ f r  od ! . , rk . r  , t
b . . ! t r rcs-  b) ,  *b.h mt:ns $(  i rc  l .d  ( ,  r .knowl .dg.  th t
unn.r .ht rb l .  . r { . r t - !  . l  rhe d iv ,nt  \ r isdon,-  r ,k i  r l i (  \ ' . rkn($ . f
r h , ,  h r n , r ,  n i ' , J '

E(hdr){  ahr \ .osroN s furr . r rk  , rbor t  th .  rhn)gs rh. r '  , r .
' i r . . .ss. r r \ .  ErrsDrur  . \ .gnct  thrr  lust  i  i is  th i ' Ics r re nccr lhr l
to  know rbor t  d:e doctr inc o i  l i ic  choicc rnd thr t  i t  is
i r fc ldc, , (  (o rush r r ro thosc rhurs j  $hicb r r .  h idden.  n( ' t  to
r . tv  sr t r r t ls ,*s  lh .n nnk) lLs . r$ r r "For i .urr  i  r tDrLt ' r  r l i {
.ou l { i  bc in i ( rprcrc. l  . , '  . ,n  ! t1 i rm.r t ! r )  o l  thc , l , r i tY of  S(r t fnrrc
or  t l l ( rsc Dl tcrs thr l  r r .  r ru l_!  ign i f icrnr :

Thrre v.  so, ,c  r l , r ,q \  $h, .h ( i ,d  h. r \  $  l .J  thr t  $e \hdold
(( r r ' . t r r t l r t . .  .F ! .  ! rn . r . ( (  hLu\ .1t .  i 'L  , i \ \ r t r  \n . r ( .  r .d .
n r ! ( i ^ ( r .  l he r . . r t f  I n r ' \ ' f . r \ , r ! . \  r n  t hc  \ . r ! t u t l  l o l nn ' . \  I  r r t L

wh , , ) )  n , r r ' . on i , ) i o i r r t o r s  h t r r .  D r r l l  g , , e \ n \ ,  b t t  no  o t .  h r s

'st. F.i'f.tr. //,,rrf | .i.ttf

( ) n i ! f .  i r i  / , , r  / ' l , r , J n ! .  r

1 l  1 , , ! . , n r  t , a  . ' b l (  n i  \ f n r r  F i r . r ' \  v . , ! 1 .

l . t  l -

. r  . , i  . t l \  .  I  r r  . l  l i r , , t :  1 r ,  I t l l l  i , J  t r l , i r fD
( . 1 . ' ! L .  1 i .  l ) hL  Ld . l r i l i ' . ,  Vcn r " , r t r .  1 ' ) a9 l



hAs rHf CHURCH t4tSRtAD THf BI6LE?

I t , i l l l  . l . r rd  up  th r i f  obsonty ,  i \  rhc  ( l i s tn r ( t ion  benvcen rhe
,LLvnrc  t r rsons .  d ,c  cor lunr t rD o t  th .  d iv , r .  t rnd  hunrn  nr tL r r
! i  ( lhnn .  rh .  un tar ! i v t rb l .  s i r r  _ ! . (  'h f . .  r . r  o rhr r  thnrS\  rvh i .h
c.i.l hrs sllled to be ,Dr fhriii nnl.r/r. r id) .trc thc

l ( f !p6  ta .  thc  g .od  l i f c  rh , !  r !  !1 , .  \ to . . l f t  ( ;od ,  $ i r i .h  s  nor
( .  l {  l ' , i ! , :h i  n r  th .  h iqhrs r  hL . , \ rn .  , r . r  in  J ,n rnr  l t rDdr  ov . rs . rs
l \ L (  L r  s . 1 , t r .  r  h ) n d .  L "  o , r  f l u ( h  r n d , , ,  d u r  h c r d  T h ( s (
r i r rh '  r " , \ r  l ' .  i r rn ( l  h !  . ,11 .  hn '  ' l i  k \ r  J r .  ! , ,o r .  p ro | | r l r
, ,n i ' r i r r . . l  ro  ( ; ( )d -  Jd  ' r  x  inor .  r . I l t io rs  n )  Norshrp  drcn) .
l \ r in8  ! rk rown.  th rn  b  dF.us  rh (n ' .  bcDg insohb l r . )

CLT-AR OR OBSCURE?

rr r rdc  n rn ,  th . r t  ( i<  i s  th rce  ud  orc ,  th r t  Chr is t  h r !  \u l la rcd

l i i r  t rs .n ,d  i \  t ( ,  r t ign  e tenr r l l v .  Hrv ing  thus  d . t i i .d  d rc  iocus

o l  h is  corcenr .  lL r t l ,e r  goer  cD:

th , ,  {L l , r ! ! i  ,n t r r t r .  . i  d rc  Sd i tu r$ .  rhLrLnr . ! .  b  . (LL  q t i r .

r ( ( . -L l , lL  c ! r , ,  ih .ugh ' , ,n r  rc \ ts  i rL  r .L l  ( 'b5 ! ( . !  ! { ' ,nq  r !  oor

,1 , , '  , r ! r  ' , i ,hd ,  r . ,n , '  1 , t r1 \  t r  ) i  { r fL l  Jn ! l  In ,p io rs .  \ vhd l

\ (  l r . .  r l r . ' r  r l t r  \ ! l ) . ,  I  i r r r rc r  o r  s . , , t ' ru r .  h i !  r l l  h . rn  P l r t .d
n ,  r l { , l ' .L tusr  h rhr .1u  i , l l , r  o t ,s ru . t  o " , r ro , , r t  o f  I  t .q  , ,hcure

Notu ls  l l  r l , .  \o tu l :  r r f  obs .ure  i t  o , ,c  f i r .e .  \ . t  ,h . )  , r .  P l rn r  n

r n . d r . , r  J D J , , , \ o n c r n d r h r \ r m c t h c n r c ,  p n b l ^ h n l q t ' t t o F . n l !

11)  tbe  *ho l .  rLor ld ,  $h , .h  n  thc  ScnptL t rL \
.11 ,R\ \ .d  i ' ,  t l i i n  uo .d \ .  r  son- in ,cs  l i j  6  V  hn ldo  n1

.bnr1 . .  s , t rJs  L

I I i s .o rv i . t r , , i  rh . , '  { l i l l i .u l t  t rss r l t . s  l .  nud . . l . r r  b ,v  o thcrs

( . r  pont  th . r t  * r l l  o . tupv  us  . rg rn  shor t l v )  ( (ho( i  Ausnr r ine  \

A . { ,  r l , 1 q l \  i l , L  l l , ) l \  \ r , r i  | ] ^ .  $ t l ,  n l i  , , l , l '  q , r d . t ,  J , , d

,  r f t  ro r . r r r  t , l t r r t ' .  i . . ,nJud l  d r .  l l o l r  s r r r t t t r r ' s  r \  b !  rb .

t [ r ]L r  f i s . i ! . \  ro  \ r r rnv  our  l ru .g t r .  i ,n l  l . \  rh .  r ' . r . .bs .u re
( )  d in r f l J r .  ,n , r  r f t r i t .  to r  r lno{  no thn , r  t r  J l l {  d r t  d  thon '

obse.c  f r ' rq . \  r 'h i .h  mry  no t  bc  t { rnDd \ . t  lo r t l ,  n ,  thc  F l rncs l
l h g ! t r s r . l n s h e r .  :

( )ne  cou ld  r rgue th r t  ErasDNs rDd t -u thcr  werc  Dot  rc r l l !

r r  odds  o ! ,  r l ) .  q , ,cs t io r  o l  d rc  c la . i t y  o l  So ip tu i . r  they  bo th

r l i imcd such. ,  . lo . tnDc nnh regr rd  to  r ts  ! \ tnorL  dcss lgc .

Ihc , r  r l rd  <L t ic r .  hos iver .  on  ho t  one d( f inc !  d1 . , (  d 'cssagc l

Drorco \ . r  (h (  r l l r .  . ! rJ  b r i i .  d r rus t  n  Erarnru \  r  c { \ ry  n . r f t , , ruy

lc rd  o r rc  to  ( l s t ( , r t  thc  rb r l i t !  o f  ih .  .onrnr . ' t  t ) .h .v . r  to

l . iD, . l l l .  h .  i re t rcs th! t  cer t r in  toPl .s .  cvcr  i f  they crn be
undcNloo{1.  \hould not  be dscusscJ nr  thc preseDcc o l  thc
' ' rmtr torcd mulatudc.  who mighr  l iud thcn of fcnr lve and

As wc might  cxtc. t ,  Luther  contcsts Erasmus s . la inr  in
thc rnongcst  o l  tenrrs:

llnr rh.'t nr Scriptuc d,cn rr( !!n,. thnqs rbsrusc- r
. t . r \  th , , , ! :  i i  ro t  fhh-d,b 6 r ,  ,der  fot  n! r ! !  b !  f tc  ungodly
\dph,d\ .  w ' ( l r  \ !hosc l ip \  you t r lso r t ,c . ' r  r i . r f .  E(s. ,u\ :  b \ t  th(y
h,v.  ' t r \ {  f ,odu.ed.  D. , . r ,  r l ! \  I , rddul r .  r  $nglc t r r (h ro
pbv.  rh, \  Dud noron oarhuA Y(t  rL i rh ru.h r  ph.ht .smasona
S:n,)  h, !  lnghtdrcd men t r$Jr  l ;on udn,g the S:cfed w.n,
,nd l).'s nudc I Iolv s.nf r,rrc .onr I m fiibl,., in ordd ro cnabl. thc
p[Auc\ h. htrs bdl fron philo$pnr r. trcviil nr thc Chtrrch.'1

Mor.  in ,po. tant  for  our  prcseDt purposcs,  howcvo.  's
Lrthcr's rccognrr;or tirat rhcre arc i'rdc.d certrh kinds of
obscurnics in  S( lpture thar  .cqui re (xr  h is  words c$r ! ;n ly
imr lv)  5.holar ly  rL:carch:

Llltr!', dl con6e. thtrt rl,Gc.v. mrnr t.xtr !, rhe s(ip(r.s drlt
rr. obs.ur. .u abstrust. not bc.run ol- .he mtrjesty of then
\uht . i t  nr r t t . . .  bur  b. . iu \c  ! iou lsnrrL.?. i rh. , r  r , ) .ab! l i ry
in. l  8r  nn,r r .  but  th6r  tc \ ts  D no e! )  lnnd.r  r  lDowledge of
'h .  { ,b l . r r  mrr te.  o i  ScnFrur(

Luth(r  d. i i res "sub1e. t  ma(o rs  " thc Nprcmc mystery
broughr ro l ighr ,  na re l ,v .  rhat  ( lhr isr  rhc SoD ofCod has bccn

l b , J . f f  l l ! r  l l  t , t  ! n ) D h J n r )  ( l r  ( ) n g u , . r 0 n u r

v . r  t r t r J  r h r  \ ,  r L l ! i r t ,  \ . t r  { !  nh l .  ov . i  a  i l i . ueh r .  ! . , ) J  ,

oa *un ,h l , . g  r nJ  i  ' . ,  L  
" t . t r r n . r .  

Lv  t hc  bh r , .  on  , vou r \ ( l i .  I  i  r " n  $ r i  r . t

A ' ! .  ! t  a i .  ho t f  r l ) . , r  r l i t r  i o r k  o l  nunb log  r , d  n , t r  r o . r  , t  o t r t n  t  d .  f o$ t$
n,crnns rlronr HfD,ilv r9 .n l.r..i,rh. quot.J ,. lDllrtr(!r. .\d.,h,',

rr r'r n))
rAugunnrr. (, (:l)nair" ])rd 2 a (NJ'\?j 2 537) ()n d,. notid .t

So'Nrfr trs ir o[rL Lrr nrrrprdcr. rcr nrthd b.lo$ (ff lirl 1)

, lbd .  ! f  3 { r  , { ) .  mv en , fh iys



NAS TflE ChURCt' T4ISREAD TflE AIBLE? CLTAR DX ORSCU&f,?

Dr)dcrsr . r )d the l t ib lc .  LDrhc.s nro\ r  l inn l imcmtxl  coDcerns were
dr .urcr icr l l ,v  optoscd to that  tcndcncy.Lr

thr  Bib lc  arc rhc. l .J fest  i .s t i r tor i r l  ro  h is . .nv i . r ion thr t  rh.
codrnroD tu lk  d .  r r r  rn rnrpor t , i r r t  s . , , r . .  dcp. f ( l  on th(
cxp.rtisc ol schohrs.

ID rn\  . rsc,  r r  rvoul , l  be . r  msurder*rndi , ,q  of  thc
Rctomrcrs to nt . ryr r r  th . i r  cmplr . rsrs or t  d ,c  ptFprcu:  of
Scr ip lurc nr  such r  i r rv  rs  ro t r rkc brb l io l  schohnhLp
uDncccssary or  uninrPof t rDi  t )c ! , r lopnt .nr .  n t  th ,  vr r i , r t .
re levant  d iscrphncs dur lng t l t {  1 ,sr  ( . , , tur }  dr  two husl ' tcn o(r
scnsc of dcperdcnce or thc .ireflrl lvork of \.hohrs, ,vet rr rhc
s. t r r (  ! imc su.h d. !c lopmenrs oLrchr  to 'n . r r . rsc our .or l ,d . t ( .
thr t  t l re  f i ib l (  is  nor  r  lo .k(d my' tcry bot  but  r ! . , .c .s ' ,b lc
book rhit .onrtrmes to opcD up its tfurhs lo thos. lvtlliig r()

- Ihc. lscDcc 
o idrc P.otcst rnL posr t ior t  rs . rp(r r .d $. l l  by

$c We*Dinster  ( loDfcssion ofFr i !h  (1647) 
- Ihc 

l i rs t  chrptcr  of
thr t  Jocumcrt  conr , jN r  f i r l l  smrcDr.nr  rcq l tu l i t rg  rhc chrr r . r (
o i  Scr iptuf . .  rnd prngrafh 7 xdd.cr5c\  d! . . t i -y  th .  do( t r ; t .  o l

Al l  r Ieas n 5. , ,p l i rc , r (  rM r l i l .  f l r r  r )  th( rx f l ! (  5 .  ,or  i | \ f
. lc . r  dnro a l l i  )c t  drose th,ngs $hl .h i r .  uLsrv tu l ,c  kno{n.
belicvcd, rnd obser!.d ti.r sllvrtlor, rrt nr dcarl,v P.ol).unded,
rnd opcncd in r r re p l . rec rn S.npn)(  or  ! t l ,$ .  th i r  Dnr o i lY rhf
leanr . . l .  but  Ih .  unlcrn, ( I ,  h  t r .1u.  usc. t  (hc. ,J t r r r . .v  Dr f ' ,F.
nrI rttain trnio tr $tl.ieDt undersundnrs of thctrr.

l lc rc  rhc eonfcsrcrn r .hkvc5 !  r (ne.k) l l .  br l iD{ !  iD,r .
fornnrhtFn.  lhc cmphass f t l ls  huvi ly  on thc ( lJdrv ot  rh( '
biblic.rl messrgc. but thr fiJme6 hivc becD crrctul to qualily
rhe do.r r t rc  ur  s . ! . . r ]  $ t r !s  (1)  r t t  rven pr . ! . t  s .nPrrr . , r
cqurlly c1. : (2) thc o)rttcrs trr vicr' .r.c dros( th.t rrc
neccss:ry  f , . r  sa lvarron:  (3)  re:dcrs of the Bib le rnust  be wi l l tDg

ro nr i le  usc of  o( l ' rer l  DrcaDs -persoDr l  , tudv lc l lo lv \h,P
wlth other bcli.vers, attcntron to ttrc prer.hmg oi thc Word:
and ( ,1)  th .  in terprcter 's  undcrst rndiDg * i l l  ro t  bc. . ,mpl . tc  b r
!v'll ..ftxrnly bc sufllricnt for rl!c pnrposc sl,rrll

()ne should notj.c. r'rcidenlluy, dL' ph.as( nor rhkc

clear  uDto i l l .  This  qual i t icat ion re ind!  us ot  rhe tc l . t ivc

obstur j tv  ro bc fou ' Id in  tbc nrmds of  jnd iv idur l  rcJ. lers.  r  rot  k

THE NEED FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Wc nrst  rc ' r :cmber,  howe!(r .  that  LDther  d id Dot  for  a
D), ) , t r .Dr  duny rh.  ) i l , ; t ! r iDDs o l  (he in ! . rpret$ 's  Inoelcdge.
For  one thng,  Chr isnans d i f fer  D thej r  lcvc l  of  matur i ty i
nrJecd.  cr tensi !L '  rnmisry ,n the chu. .h is  r lnost ,  prereqDrs i te
for  correr t  rnropretr t ior :

Norlrc ..tr, urdcrstand thc tsu.olics ofv'.9,1who has noI b.en.
hr(l\n,trn lo, rlvc yerts: nor hi! (;eorgi.s unless hc bas labored
ri), hvL f.r,. nr rllc l,el.li. ln orJ.. t. (nJ$s.,nd r.fhr thc
rFsrlcs ol (li.cro tr nun nrut hrvc bcen iirll twmly yerb tn the
fnbli. scrlr_c ol r g.crt (a1c No onc .ced lancy hc has tlsied
H,, ly  s .nprD' .  rvho h, 's  not , r lcd thr  dru ' .hn lor  3 hundr.d
)erb lv id,  proph.G, hkc L l i r rh md Elshr ,  s ' , th  John thc
8r l { , { .  ( lhr i r  d  thc rpo\ t lcs r l

r \ l o r c  t .  d r .  p ( r n r ,  t h c . h  t v  o t S . n p t u r . . l o c s  n o r : t . r l l
prcc ludc thc Drcd ibr  specia l is ts  who scck to br idge th.  grp drat
r . f rntcs !s  t ronr  drc lar)Su)gcs rnd cul tures of  the b ib l ica l
wn(Lb Luth(r  h, t r rsc l f  wl  r  nun o l  brord crcdnidr  and of  t inc
phlo loqi r i l  \k i l1s.  He could r rguc that  ' to  cxpound Scr iprure,
ro i  er t r . r  i t  r ighdv anr l  to  f ight  aganst  drose pcoplc who
( l ,kr ( .  ! \ fonsl f  .  . ,ndo(  be d. , rc  q i . l iout  kno\r ' l ( ( ig .  o l  the
1,Dqur ' re\  " is  Tht  crcrgrrs hc cxpendcd on h is  t t rns lat ion of

' I l ,N , , . n ,md r \  r ' .  nn ,  i  t l . .  I  [ , \  r  enn r ( l , r hc r . on , t r , . ] bn {  f i . r r \
'f .h! Jrl,.,r. rl,trr r.r r.r Ll,r..rLy rr[vn,r rr our prrpose lr :l 'ould nj. be
n-ri.fd rhr'.,aLnsn,u\ i tud,(r dnl nnl?.d d,L.r r, th& dercft rtion .a thc
.s.n.rl rFel:r .a S.riftr.c, rl)I r'rren rr*lf.oulLl tr. usd 6 :n obji...on
r J rn {  t l l  L l t r i \  . t  \ ,  nF r , (  n  r h .8nn .  \  y ' . [ i ,  l h r  . o r l d  no r  Lu thc r  Jnd
Fhlnu\ tr((\ on (i l0o.hmd(rl {rht<r ruftrl Lrd,ers lLlcl} rcsFdns. n)
(liK ,ttrc{r!L riiv bc n,l(d.d ror th. \ub\rqu.n. dtr.u$kn,

r'$ro.d. r-rl/kr'r lr,tr.,,116, p r6 lhis t&nidor..Drc\ lror
b \  l r t r hL r  rNn  d r \ \  h ( J r ) r c  h i .  L l ( r ( h r  . r  l ,  S tuh lD i r h . r .  ! ' r , i  l / { n , / ' , t r  JA
\ , k1 ,  l , ! . , t un r  ) n r  H t t u , t n ) l  ( ( ;N f  F . r g rn r (0gvc , l ' c  r , ,  ( ; . n rng . . :

Vtrrd.ih.crk & Rutrcrhr. 19791, F 9rl
5v/ood. Ldr,r'r l 'h,it. F l! woo,l !.trs Lur|.as rttrnron t. dd dl: o.

, ! t r  r , J { , { ,  l , ' r J r , r  r n , j  r r . , , l  1 , t r  n . l l d r \  i l . . r r  rDUr  d , \ \  r t uD i l i n t r !  t hR .
l ,  |  \  n ,  (  i .  l r d , k  o r  l ( , b  ( , bn l  i



CLEAR OR O6SCUR!?
flA5 Tfl' CIIUACH ISREAD TIIf RIULT?

thr l  o ( (u t ) i (s . r  t ro rD! rcnr  p l r . .  t r t  Lu tho  !  \ \o 'k .  Lurh( r  wr \

we l l  awr re  th r t  to  t r .kno$ l .dgL D. i . l (n t . l  obscudt i .5  in  rh .  tex r

o f  S .nFr t r rc  J rd  r ro r  I i r l l y  rddn 's :  rh i  p rnncnr  n rcJ  b r "

Er : rsmls  Accordng l -v .  Lu t lx r  goc< oD to  dcr l  $ i r l r  rn  . ( l ( l i

I t  i \  rn ,e  th . ' r  l i ' r  , r r , v  p&, t , .  Nu(1 ,  r ( , ru ' r  Lb inn . ,  bur  r l ' , \  1 !

ro t  duc  nr  r | ! ' ob \ .n , , r r  o l -s . rFrurc .  I ' r t  a ,  t l , c  b l t rd ' , c *  o t

in i l ' 1 . . . (  n f  rh ( , \ r  $h .  $ , l l  f . (  tLk r  t l , .  t r {Lh l .  t , '  l n } , . ' t  th .

v r r !  . l c t r r . {  r ru tb  l r l l r .  h . , luor . '  I  C , r  r : l i  rnd  r : - l  1  I
Lc t  N6. r . rbL  n , . , .  th . re r i r ! .  { . f ,n r tu ' , ' rg  * ' i th  t , l . ' \ th . . 'ou5
p. r r .6 , t \  th r  , l , rkn .$  i , r l  .h ! !nh  . r ' rh , r r  h ( . ' f t s  r ,  thc

*ho l l . v  dc t r .  S( . \ tu ( r  o i  ( ;q l .

As  hc  comcs to  the  cnd . ) i  rh ; \  d iscuss ion .  L r thcr  s ! r r rn rar izer

hrs  JDct r )n r  b l  po ; r r r lg , ) tn  rh r r  t l , ( rL  r rc  r ro  k r rL is  o l  r l ru r

and tuo  knds  o f  ( ibs .u r i t y :

onc  ex tc r i l  anJ  f r r tJ r t r , r  to  r ln  nnnr { . \  o t  rh .  Word .  r r r .

o th f r  lo . r t .d  n  rh .  u , ' J (B tJ rd t ' s  . f  dk  l , f rd  l1  -v (u  r l J . r \  o f

d ,c  r tch , ' l  . lu r \ ,  no  n iD Nr . r ,vcs  oD!  ,o t r  o f$hr  n , , i  th .

S . r i tn r r$  t rn lc$  h .  h .a  th .  s t , rn , ) f ( ; (  .  ro r  d , .  SF, , t , \

rcqu , ,e l  l . r  the  t r ,  r r r t r tdn ,s  o i  s .nPt , rc .  b f th  r \  )  who l .  rx l

n r  r , ' \  p r r (  o l  , t  I r .  o , r  the  o .h ( r  h rnd ,  -vou  sP. . ' k  o fd r .  (x t . rn t r l

.L r Iy ,  DoIh ,ng  r t  r l l  , \  ld i .L r {n r !  o '  rn ,b r ! ' ,o r " ,  bu t  L ' r tY

dr i rg  th$(  n  n r  rh .  ScrbrL , rcJ  h rs  h . .n  b r  gh t  ou i  ba  ih .  Wotu l

id .  rh .nos  d f rn ,n .  l lghr .  . ' nd  p ' ,Lh '1 t ,1  ro  . , l l  ' h .  $o , l , t I

HUMAN DARXNESS AND THE SPIRIT'S LIGHT

LLrrh. r 's  rnrph,rsrs or  thc drr ln .ss of  dre hurDrr  hcrr t  is
noth! )g ucq,  ofcoursc.  Wc sr !v  h( 'w s isn l f ic . '1 t  th t5 prr , ( iFIc

s 'as u thc Dlcdi .vr l  dcvr loprunt  of r l lcgoncr l rDrcr t 'c t r t to , ,  l t
nry bc osci i r l ,  nro.cov.r ,  !o  rerr ind ouBciv.s  of  ( ) r i ( .n 's

con. .pt ior  r lDt  pr f l  { : ' f rhc d i rurc r r r r r  was to cLl rcct r l  turh We
shoLr ld n, . r t  bc too qui (k  ro cond.nrn ( ) r ieeD. sn,cr  hc could

. l {L 'pp .  / - ! / r r  , ,1  l i r r r , l r  pp  l l l  t2 . . t : l t r lPhA
Btildl trrq'attuor b tl( Ltrlk.i, (la'l.titl,,j r.v .J

have crsily rppcalcd to sevual nnporrJn! P..\sagcs of ScriPn"t

in support of his view.

For cxrmpl . ,  evcn i f  we a l low tor  son)e deE' tc  of  l r tcrJrv

hyperbole in hriah 6:9 10, rve cannot dojustite to thar plssxsc

onless we recogDrzc dDr at lesst onc rspecr 
"f 

l\Jrh s d)issiDD

was to datken thc heirts of m.ny k.irehtes

Go and reu this P.oPlc:
"Ac cver  hcr( ig .  but  n.ver  u id.6undins i

bc e 'er  tecrrg.  brr  n." r  pcrr ' r in t
Makc .hc h.r( of this pcoplt crllooscd:

makr th.!r etr( dull
rnd closc th.ir eycs.

Orh(rwre rhcy h 'sht  s t .  *1!h th. ' r  e)Es.
hcar wnh thcn ca6,
lndtrsund w(h tlr(tr hern'.

rnd turn a.d be hcilcd

This pa$age c lcr . )y  sPcak '  of  dtvhc rc f ;b! t lon rg 'nrst  thole

lvho h,vc set thc'rsclv.s,grnrst thc (ird ol ls el. Thc pontt 1s

developcd f rom .  d j t icrcn!  angl (  tn  8:14-15,  wh' re rh '  Lord

descr ibcs hrrnsel i  not  only  rs  r  " janctr t r rv  ( to  b i lcv(6) ,  bdt

e (on.  l lu t .au 'c '  lneD rc srr lnbl (
rnd a rock th3r nlrtcs thcm farr

And for lhc pLoF[ of.l..rsll.n h( $ill b'
a 1.31 and a snare

Nbr) nf thcm s,ll {ud'bl.:
fifY wlll fall JDd bc brokur.
thct will be snMcd .nld .rPtur'd

'Ihese pornons of Scripturc bccame ver,v intPortrnr ro rhe

rposr lcs rs  rhc)  sought  to undcrsurd l rJ( l  \  r t l tc t i " )  o i  rhc

gospel  mcssage.  Jesus h inEel f  had appcr lcd to lsr ixh 6 x '

.on;cccon wi lh  h is  pr lL t ,ce o i  spc:knq in prrablcs Thc

relevrDt  pessrge is  Mxrk '1  l0  12.  onc rhat  i tsc l f  has bccornc

qurtc  ,  s tone of  srumbl ing ro mc'dcrn scho)rrs ,  $ho thrnk r r  ts

J.u. . l  to  t rk"Jcsus '  *urds n thc i r : rpprrent  mcantrg Af ter  r l l ,

parablcs are rnr tDdcd to 1 l l !s t r . tc  rnd c lar i lv  a Drcssrg ' l  Whv



lvou[  { ,1 , r  Lord ly  en! t } ) ,Dg th.n !v ]s . ) .n , r l l )  { l fs ,sncd ro kc(p
pcopl  furr  unt i tsundnq)r ;

lD t rurh.  howcv(r ,  Jcs, , \ '  nr . r ' ig(  hrd Ibc sr t i r  rw( ,  .dg. . l

t i r ) .hoD is  Isr r l  r  Drn inryr  r  l ) l ( \sxrg t . ,  b(hc!ch and.r  cur{c
r , ,  a iL, , i  s .ncDr1. '  Ih . . ldcr lv  S1r)con.  . , '  hc held rhc b i l ,1- .JesLIs

! r  h is  r r i ,5 .  d. . lx .ed rht r r . lcsos wtr5 d. r r ined b { rLr !c  th.  tu l lnq

,Dt1 r 'surg , ' i  nr r r rv  rn lsr rc l "  qLrke 211) Ihc , to ! I l .  l ) . , ' r l

. lcs. r ibcd hL\  Drcssrsr  rs  r  l i rg .ar .c  of  l i i i ,  rhe r ronrr  o l  ( lh . i \ t

t i ) r  ' . r lv . r t r r ) ,  l .ur  bc rcknoulc, lscd rht r t ,  ro  tb, ) !e ! \h . ,  . , rc

F.r ;shtr rs .  i t  is  thc snrc l l  o f  d. . r th"  (2 ( lor .  211 1. , )  Nor

' ' r r I r ; iDgl \ .  bor I  I ' r r r l  r r rJ  I ) . rcr  , t , ,o t .  lsr r r I  rJ : l l  ' \  rh . !  r l r r l
$ i th  th.  d i t . f j .u l t  Probl . r r r  o fs .cng nr I :y  re lcct  rhe mcssrgc ot

r l ) (  gospcl  L l loDi  9: . r l  l l i  I  l \1Lr  1.1 8.  t r  shu) t . l  I ' (  nor( .1

rh. r t  LDth ot  thc 'c  prssrgcs brvc r  vcrv \ t rong t re. lcst ' I l l r i iD

l r  w. \  uDi ;nnnrrc [hr t  ( ) r iscn should n l rk .  th .  i :c t ( '  o f
( ;dd '  .oDc. i t iDg I ru l i  so i ' r r i t  r r  brs l te tnt r t r . ,u i ! i l  s i -sr .Dr .  l )ur
've d i rc  nor  turgct  thc prr tc ip lc  r l ioscthcr .  l ' t r  en rh( , \c  who

i) . 'v (  r i \ to)d.d i r )  t ; ) rh t ( ,  rh.  Jr !u.  I i , (ss i ! : .  (o ! t 'DU. ro bt

srrncrs Ihc .or .uphon of  s t r r  $r l l  , lwr ls  i l1 i . (  our  undc.

srrh l , rg o1 \ i r ) inu!(  t ( )  r  Sr . r r . t  r ) r  lcs! . r  . \ r rDi ,  t r ) t  d l  orr

rcspro ls ibr l i t l .  th . rc l i t r . .  is  to  leanr  to dcpcl r l  urc rnJ nrorc

on rhr  i l l , ! r I lDr l r$ o l  t l t t  l lo l r  Sptr t t
l  c  nccd to bc crrc fu l ,  or  .oursc.  I Io t  b dsc rhrs b lc 's iDg to

l (d i tv  orr  t r . t$ \ l r .cs . rnJ l rz intss 
' IhL 

g! tdrn(L o i  th ,  \p ' t r

dois  not  prcc l r rdc our  lnr l ing usc of  th t  ordnl \ ' ,n . .urs t | .1 t
(h.  Wert r , ,Brrcr  ( lontcss(D lc f r r \  ro.  1\1. ( !v . t .  $ t  t r . td  rn

rFprc. r r tc  rh! t  thc pas\rges rhr t  sr fcss Ihc r . ,1c of  rhc Sl1. r t  nr

rntcrFr .  rs  ( ;od\  m( i {L(  t rnr  thnrk\  tqnrr rLL}  of  I  ( ' , ' .

2:6 1.1) do nor locus oD ditiicult exegct!:.,1 d.rtr'h bur prc.1s.l)

on rh,sc nr i t tcb rh! t  r rc  n( . l tu l  t i r r  sr lvr t rcr r .  ( )u1( . l . tup.r l ! .

th$ctbrc, tl)e Wcsfir!rsr.r aloni-cqsi.'r rcnrn,ds us: "N.v.rthc

ILIAR OK OBSCUIIE l

l c s s ,  $ r  r t t : F s l c d ! : r  r h c  t ) \ \ r ( l  r l l L L L , r n r t l , ) i , ) l  t h c  s t r n t . r
( ;oJ t { ,  l )c , l . .css. , rv  / . ,  th t  ' . r ' , t . ' :  n t l . r t t , ln \ !  1  '1 , (h t l r r ls \ . r \
r rc  L$c.r1e. l  1 , )  thc \ \ ro i r l  ( i .  ( ' i  nr \  cDrf l ' i \ rs)

Ihrs l . rcror  hc lp:  ts  to  c lc . r l  $ t th r  r r ( iub l . \omc n)r t r ( r :

Jocs r lnr l .  ,cs l r r t t rn br  u l rbLLcvt t rg
s.hol . , rs? Wh! \ l rould se J. t f fJ  or  t l ,c  JU( is , , , rnt  , ,1  thoic
qf i rs ,  Lt r r r '  hvc r io t  bcc, ,  rn}Shkr , ( i l  b)  r l , (  n)r l rnrv o i  r I f
\ t i r i t r  I l ic  usu.r l  rDs$fr  r \  rh. , r  nrr r !  { , f  th .  , \ \ucr  nr( ( lc t r

Jcr l  * r rh , lo  ib t  (Jr r ( . r l \  r11. . t  Uhr tsr i ,n
Jo( tnr .  SLrch.r  (sporrst .  t r  i t \ ( l i .  is , ,o t  $t r ,11\  srns l r ( rc i f r .

) . r  l l r . r r  r s . n o o t - l i 1  r | 1 r r h  r i  r t  I r i  { r \ .  o u r  P r . s ( r r r  f u r p o \ r \
lv .n r  hcr f t  dcct ' lv  rnLrsonrst rc  to rh.  go\ fc l  d({s  not  l ( rd i

r .hr I r  ro rd. , t , f r  r  r : , r rn rs  :  vcr  b Lf  ] r rn!  , ' ,  th .  Lr l . r rN.  ,n

5ch( , l . r rs  \ r l io  hrvc sp, :cr . r l izcr1 r r rcrcst .  s lurL l  bc rcgf idcd. ts
r i  1sn1g or \ l t )Jv 11, . . r r ) '  i r  ih .  nrr . l \  (n

Ths f f .s lL '  i i \ r  r r r  hr lp  rs  mrk.  \ ( Is f  o t  r  1 'Lqs(nr l )
. i ted r f rsc th)  s  both rc . rssur ing r l rJ  prrzz l ing:  As 1; r  \ou,  rh.

:Ln. i , , tLng \1,a rerc ivcLl  tnrro h i r11 r .nr . r r , r \  i r  cos.  ( t  ! .s  no
rror  fucr l  rnvore ro r . r (h vou ( l  . lohL ?:27)  Somc ( lhr is t i .ns

kncl  r , ,  ab.r l r r r izc Lhis  s t r tcr r rcnr . tnt l  t ( )  rcsr \ t  th(  n, ,ndr !  (h. ' r

schoJrr ly  $, r rk  is  helpt i r l r rd inr t , ( , r t rnr  lhc)  i , rscr .  o l .ouA. .
r l , r t  r l , ( !  ( . l r i ( ) t .v . r i  a . r l  r l r r  l i l . lc  \v , rhou(  Jcf (n. l i r t  or  th .
r c h o l r r l v  w o r k  t h i t  h i s , i i r d c  U i b l c  m l r l a t r r s  p " s s i b l c

S,ru ( , .  h . , (1 to lc . r rn ( lnck rn{ l  H.brc$ ' :  ! , , [ r r ' l r rd  io  \ tu( ]

r rc icr t  cuhure: ,dfuoa,  hr . l  !o  d.v . loP cxt . rD5e i t  r  , , l ternt rg

thc nrcss.rgc o l  r l ,c  orrc in. r l  io  ( . r f .  ror(efLr l  | l rg l ish-r l l  , - r f

whic l ,  hrr l  ro  happcn bcbrc nrodinr  Am.r tJn b. l r . \crs  could

<l : i r r r  th i r  rhcy r rcer l  r ro onc to t t rch Lhenr rbo( t  th .  I l ih l . l

THE ROLE OF SCHOLARSHIP

W. d, ,  ind.Ld D. .d h. lp  rx , t . t  r l l  beciusc the ScrLptLr( i
: r r  r r I t rcnr l l  obscurc bur  bf lauk '$c r r f  l : '  rerno! .d I ;onr  ihe

bib l icr l  rvr r rus nr  r i r r (  rnd. , ,1 turc.  I lv .n r  docunrc ' r  ' !n t t (n
, : r rc i r ) lv  i r r  t lc r r ly  lbrn)u l r t ,d  Er{Lsh,  su.h. rs  dr .  l ) ( l inr roD

ol  lDd.Fendcn.e.  ca|  
" fp .d/  

obscdr .  t$o hur( l rc( l  v .ar \  l r ter .
l i rc  rcr r  opcm'g phr . rsc,  \ ! l ,en n)  th .  rorr rn o i  hun' .nr

,-il

HAI ',rttE ChLlltch lllsfleAo Tlte tslBl-t:?

, 'An . r fn r r  In  (  F  l )  Mou] t .  I  \ .uLd  l ) .  f . ' r . ^ ( l \  hnr , \ r ' .  | )

ru {Arn  th i (  F r r r6 lc \  i rc  dk l l  , '  r ,n r  ( ,  rx (hd t  l7 l , ,  &nr . t  r r  L r
/ . J d , r d .  i J . \ .  c n  l N L r  Y . r r  l { r r l . i  {  r r , s  L ' r t l l  f t  l L r  l r l

r " ( ) ' ,  rh .  u5 .  . f  \ rnn . '  f rsagr i  r )  r ] \  N Iv  T .n . , r ' rn t .  ! . .  r+  l J rn lb i !
LndrF. \ir, ainr',,,,r 1rd/,'rfri., Lr l)..rrul J,r,'t,!,( ,'ith; ()ht l'abttl
{2k !& . r r  (LorJ . r  !1 .M.  l ' rb l ) .  tP  l i ) ,  16



l lAS T  t  L t1 (  RaX I \ l5 t { t11 ,  lh r  e lb lE '

cv." ! \ . .  ! ! i l l  bc l r rn. r l ly  Lrsr  t . . r  nr( ,d. rn r ( . r , l . r  \ \ho t j , ) fs
Dor i ( . r l12c rhrr  rhc rvo.d oun,c. r , .d  soDr.  sr rorg Fhibsophi
: , l l  

' " .1,.* ' '  rh. . ,shr..tLrir cc,ft ,rv , r(/h,r ,r, . ,u ,. .  , . , , .
t h d , _ . r b o u r  I  d . ( r , n i D r  $ . r i r t c D  D r , r  r \ r )  h u D d t u , t  b r r  r w o

: h ^ ' \ , . , i  - \ , . .  I r . t . . , r  I r r | r  \ . . r .  . J ,  , . , r , , 1
ransu.rqcsi  ' r ' r  'D Anrer ;cr  bur  i l |  rhc M.r [ { r . r  . rn ror ld?

Tlr t  h^r , , ry  L, i  b ibt j r r t  xr r f r t f . rar ! , )  . lunrg rh.  t rsrcc, r ru.v  or  t \vo whrtcver  o l , iccLn!) rbt .  l . rn t rcs r i  hrs | r r t_
nrusr  bc urd. fsrN( l  t r i r r i r j l ,  is  L r r ( . , , r f t  r , ,  hnd1l(  r l \ i !

1" " . . , : , , ' . " j . , , ,  I  r r  , i  . r r t , . r . , r  r _ . . r , t _ , r * , . . r r r r  ,  ,  ,  .  r  r  r  (  u  r  r  r  .  r  r  r  .  .  l
r ' \ r  I  r ,  J ' 1 , 1 , , n " , . . . r , . . t r i q t r r .  , f . , l t : / . . t  ,  . , t  . , . . , t .  I r , \

l l , l ) , , . , , , , , " i ,  ,  . \ " r i  r " ( \ { . . ,  rh .  . , , , r  r ,  r i r ! \ . ,  , r , r  , , , ,
n r r r  D r . r  I r i - , l , . r  t r . r t i r r r .  t . , , L  L q . t ,  r $ , . , , , ,  J r , .  \ . 1
. r i r  s ,  n . r . r r \ .  , r r . r , u r \ (  \ i c w r h r l  w o r k r n rNkJ do ofiL" ,:,'r ,., ,,,"", ,,,.1;, s;,; ;i:L:l;."1':,li:ll
(nhcr t  aFp(D(h(s shoutd nor  be ! i .wcd Dxi lc t I  rs .orrpk.rc ly
ncut f t l  wi rh 

is i ( r  
ro rh.  quest io , ,  o f  r : , , .1) : ,  A tc i , . r ,ng

- , , ,  
l , '  " . , | ] . ,  

b , , , , , .  , , , , \  r , , , , , , , , ( 1 i r .  r l  , 1 . 1 . r ^ 1 . , ,  , , , , , ,  , 1 , , . ,
n ' \ ' r i i t r  J  b \ . i \  r " . . . 1 i .  r t  . , r r , r . . r .  r , r . r ,  I  r h .  . .  r , . . I r . c  t r s t r r  u l

, ,  
l r '  5 f ' tc  uf .sr i .h  gutr l i t f , rUons,  w.  can 5rr tc  uD(qui ,o( .1t ' .

:i:lt 
Do,rc:r bibti.rr rchotership hr\ hc4,(d to .1., .p ,r,"

mcan' Iq ot  l rnrnr<rJbl .  t r tsrgcs ot  S.Dt iu, ( ,  so, , rcr inrL, \  i i r

lc iy  
, l i ' : r ' . r r .  wat \  t -hc drs. ( )vcv rnd rn, l )s is  of t t rc  Lqvpr ian

pxp),n.  kr  .xrnrp l r .  hrs n. r . , rscd nu.  - ,d t , * , ,d ,ng 
" i  

- l t " * .

T . s r r r r ,  r I  t , ' , ,  ̂  . l r r , . " r  U  \ , i , . t , , . .  l , , r . r , , f  I  t , , t ,  \ ,  l , t , n j , , , l

. , 1  . n  I  
, 1 , .  - ,  t . - , . -  t . - .  n  D .  . , - . t . t 1 . . t . \ . . \ . . \ . , , , 1 . . .

(  ' r  N y  t , , , b t " t r )  l . r r i .  p  I  r n d ! h L !  H

. .1  i ' l  " ' :  | ! " r '  r " . '
L  J , ,  . , t  

t . . . ,
. : * 1 " ' - i  ,  

n . . r .  '  .  f .  o . ,  n d .  .  { r , , ' , , ,  k , , \ n . .  / .  , . . r . / . J
l :  '  ,  ' "  . . '  , ,  . .1 : , , ,  r . , , .  r "  , . \ , . . . . . .  |  . , ,  , . , . i . . . .  . , .  . , ,  .

" , ,  . ,  t \ . . 1 . ,  r t ' - \
, , , , ,  L  V . , .  |  ,  ' , . . n  I  | , i  r nl r nc  f u r r  n  N r , ! , n  h r  q ( ( i $gs .  : ( .  , \  ( _ r , / r , r  T r , , , f , l i , , i / r 4 r  L ,  t ) .

1' .  ^ l : l l ; '  : "  rp,  , , , , , , , , . ,  , , . . . , ,
. ' ,  

p  , '  . . ' f r ' . . '  
. "  

.  r  ' h  , , . , r .  . . t  t  n t : , t . . .  . l

; , : l ' , ' , ) i  " "  r " ' ' I '  v r ' 1 t t " "  \  ' "  ' r '  k

cLEAR OR OBSCTjRT?

of  Old Tcstr , ) ) .Dt  torr r  cr r t r r rsnr ,  though r t  hrs spun t t t rny

qucsr ionrb le rnd nd;cr l  theorrcs,  has nrrd. ; t  Possib lc  lor  u5 to

uncovcr  rhe \ rqni l i . rn .c  ot  ' . r r ious kt r t l :  o t  1r( . r i t r t  g(nr . \

wnhn rhc I lcbrcr  Bib lc . r  ADd $ o, ,  xnd on

Wc drre ror co.fuse, th.rctorf. rllc fccul'.r rnd oti.D

hrrmful  pro lo: r ls  of r r , t ica l  schol r rs  wt th thc r t rur l  , t r I ! rnc. '  o i

brb l ica l  schohrshrp as r  whinc.  Sontconc ionrnr t rcd to rhc

ruthor i (v  of  S.r iphrrc ind corvnccd thr t  tho 'c  p.o l ,o ! . ls  nrus l

bc rc j ( . l td .J , ,  ' r r ) l  r rcoenrzc thc crrornorrs co,) r  bur io)  o l

nodcrn scholarshry to thc ur)dcrsfundmg ot  the l l rb lc  r r

I f  wc drrnk thar  nowrdevs $.  I - r (c  nto. (  . \cg. t r (x l
problcnrs dun crdtcr  (cncrr t rons JrJ,  thc nson :s  prcctsc l l
rhat  wc know mor.  about  tbc Bib le.nd thc ic{ :ore h. 'c  I  gr( r ter

lvarcrrcss of  ( { r r  igr ( ' r t rDcc.  Ts1,  hurdr .d ! t r rs  rqo,  t t rb l t
rcadcrs onlv  rh.ught  rhrr  thcv urdcntood n i rn-v p. r \ ! .ges rhr t
now wc hrvc doubts ;bout .  I ' Iadoxi ( r1 ly ,  orr  JUrr . rn ' r  J . 'J(  o i

!h .  ( l r r r r r  o{ 'S. r ! ! turc ' renrs. tmnrshr . l  r t  (h .  ! iRrc ( iRr .  t l ' r l
wc hrvc. ( r rar . r  r l /ar i r r  . r td . ,  I  rcgrr ! tn)g th.  ( l . r r  D) . .nr ing o1 '

rhc B;b1. .  To r . .ognrz.  rh is  1. r . t  is  io  rc 'Di rd oursc l " .s  rhr t  $c
c:nnot  corr fust  rvhJl  l r thcr  c : l lc r l  thc er t r r r r .n  in , l  ! t r .  r l
rspccts , )a thc . to . t r ;n .  of  s . r i thr r r l  pcspi .L, r t ,v  v .  drre r )or
r t t r ibutc to S(r r f turr  rhc hnrL.r t ions ofour , r rnds r t t t  hcrr rs

Evfn D)or .  io  I l )c  pL!DI ,  h( 'wevcr .  s  ou,  necd to

ipprc. i . t .  rh . r t  r l l  o f  rhc rdvrrccs i r  ' rcx lern schol i r rh ip-r ' )d
r l l  o f th.  Dew qu.sr ionr  r r ts .d b-v i t  do rnt  r t t ( ( t  th .  h. ,s ic
our l inc\  of  ( lhr i r t r rD Ih.o1ocv.  Mtr ' r !  in( t t \ tdur l  s . l ,o l i rs ,  . , f

.ous. ,  ry tc . r  the r rQt  do<tnrcs o l  thc I lc lo .  r i idr  on drL '

b. rs is  o l  r r rodcrr r  th i losor ,h i . r l  
I  IJ( t  . l t r ! rs(s r !

I  I n  r dJ tL . r  t o  t hc  r ' f l l  L t o *n  r . n  r . h  o l  A  l ) . n rnn i  J  l l  M . t h . r '

r i , , l  oa l t r  r  t h f  l . q ' t r nn r . n  t h f , d (u . t .  n . d , .  r f , ( , n  wo . l :  l ' !  a ;  I l  l l

Hd r ! t \ .  ! n .  J ) , r -D , r r .  , , l i , r , r , , i  , l J , ] f  l  r ' l n , r i )  iN , r r \  l l L J . .  N  \ ' 10

Mr .qu rn '  Un , v f  ! ( ! .  l r r l  )  S . i  t r l r o  l I . n , 8 r  Longn  i  l l l .  l t ' n ]
( i t ' r xn ,  l l . . d r  l ) r v . l ( I nn . ' ( s  D  ( ; . . r t ' Th . ( t r 1 .  r ) d  i h .  F \ r f L . l , r r l .  '  l l  / /

' l (  I  i r n r t  r l ) . , r  sn ! , t  h . i c J  r r l . b ro \n r , '  t l , r . r t r \  v . ' !  n l r ( n  i n i ' i r '

r.rfo.\nt. nl,oh' nr 'rl ,lu.nrrx rlir rvourl.rrFlqN nor hr1 
"..udeJ

! i  i h (n ,  \ . f  t r , y  i . r l .  T l i r  I ' L ( . . i  r l , ! ! r i . t r l  l r . . . t { ( " ' r u  n r  N . s

r rn r )L , r  ( . t r i l r ' ,  f t  l l )  1 . 1
r r l n  p r , no l i r .  , , , t r n )  ! . h , ' l i B  h r . r  t r Jo f r r l  r  t l u , ' i r i j A .hs  t . r t r i h \ n r

usc l u l  nn r r \  do . rn i $ tn , s  t hc  dc ! . l . f ncn r . i b i h l ' . t r l , . l xnnh r f  J t r n ' t  t l ' r



95
HAS rdE CntrRCIl IIISRDAD ltlE alRLlr?

. { r f  ur t i . r ! r .u ,J i ! f  . l1  rn( I ! rdr i r l  p i \ { r . :es ,n S. ' i tn ! re Jo hor

. .qu[ .  i ] r  rvQ, r t rgs.s(  rh. ] r  $ .  . r l tu j  r l r .  c \scn.c o i  rhc ( ;hr ish ln

l { ( i$n11g .s .nr ,  rc  rhc Wr:rDrrbt . r  (orr 'css i , rn ! f  F. r i th
l r | rhrpr  ihr  nrDlr  .u ,Dprch.D5r\ .  rhe( , joqr . i t  \  rcnr .n!  l | r isu,g
tot r  d,e t ic i i r l r . r r ,oD.  s ' i  r r rv . rsk l !  rh . r (  J , , \  (D. ,pr . r  nr  urJr
do.umcnt  rh. r (  n . (J !  r r \ isnr  b. . . r !s(  * .  now conctrJc thr t .
s iv .  rh.  Sorg u iSolo ' )o |  \ ras ! f r  k '  ,  nor  r j  rn . r l t ( i tor ! ,  br i
rs  r  (1. ! .n fnon o i  hunr : r  lovc i  ts  thcrr  oc, r
D' ! r t  oos t \  r \L 'sr l  b .L,u 'c  o i . rdvrr rccs rn tcr tur t  .  r i ( i \ r r  or
pbi lo l ( ,gr- .  Ihc : ' i r lLe s r  r lc f iou ic .  . r rd Lrr tgui ro. r l  ro

N. i ( t r . .  thn Jocun). r r r  D"r  ur  ot |cr  rhc() to{( t r t  cnDfc+
si t ,  i \  Ft r l_c( t .  \ ! (  nrusr  fccogrnze t l )ar  ehhstr ' . tn !  h! !L gro*D n,
t l ) . i r  rD( l .h t rDd;r ig  oa5cipnrr r  r rJ  Dr iy  n 'deed ! j ! t )  L( ,  rcv ise
.cr t r rL r \p. ( \  in  r r r r  , loct r r r r l  n . ! rcnr .Dr .  l ju i  r l t  o i .  th .
r rLrr . r rc , l  kr :o* i r t lgc.ud sophisn,r t r i t !  (n  (b.  not l . r j  f r r  d .e5
nor rusg. j r  fo .  r . , .nr .Dr :hJr  pr( t rous g.DCr.rnrc ( , fChn,-
t i rns n i ! \ rD, l r rsroor l  rhc sospcl  r rcssrgc

THE WHOLE COUNSEL ()F GOD

lhe r .xr ! '  f i {  \urh srabi l i r r  ;D ih .  Ix . (  o f  dunrr t (
r (hrDr.D).Dr is  r l . r t  rh .  qrcrr  rer .hrnqs o i  \ ( l t  r r t  r r .  D.r
dcpcrderr t  orr  th .  ,nr . r t r ( i ] t iu)  of  , ,y  r :nrcu)ar  rcrc ur
,sohrron GoD) othcrs.  lbough (  urr r r l l rns so ' l l . r inrc\  r ( tv
l r . . , r r l ,  , , ,  .  ,  . , r  '  l r . "  t  r , . r , .  r l . ,  . r . , , r , n  , . , .  , , , , ,  ' ; .
underst rDd t i ! .  d i ! jn .  r ) r .s \ag(  by d. ' .1of ! ,g  scnsi I r i ty  ro rhc
.irri,jr,l,/ rr'.tthug ol lirc lnbl( d\ n ,rdf

lhc hc l ior r  i \  t l ,uJ ror . r t  r l l  . r  shve to s . Io lxr lv
f rsnn\rD' rDr5.  In , l j ( \ ' . rs  rn. ,v  cxFr.s  puzTk.nr .qr  l l t ( i  cvcn
<l is t rcss upon hearrnq r  r r . !v  i  t . . l r . r . r r ion ofsoD,r  f t rvon( . r . \ r ,
but  thev { i l tusu; l lv . r . t j l ]s t  r . r  i r  r t  thc\ ' (aD e!cnrLrr l t r  scc horv r r
! s  r ' . ,  |  , | , , I , ' .  | '  | | , . ; , . \ , r l , ' u , -  |  , , , 1 . . t "  \ ( r , , . , t , . )  \ \ r t l
ro t  rd(rate-_t rx<l  r ighr t !  j , - is , rD iDrcrpr . r r lon th. r  ohvr

t r t  r vo . c rh i . r l  . i r c  r t r . . s r ! :  { , \  v  N . i 1  r . , l  A  t t L . i } Jn , j  r n  r j l l l r  j . : 18_
r . *  l . r  s r ( . i t r r  d . r . i i u  r l ) !  ( l ! \ . | r pn (  n '  o l  I n r ^ l i  v  r \ \  ( , j  i r p r ( r , .  r r .  r r ,
l ' ( hh  ' r ! $d r r  ! . ' [  b \  H  f ,  A r vc fd ! \ .  ] ' L t  . l k t L  t " l  ( t  t r .  u i h |  6 , t  t t r
l 'r ,r rr lldldr lt.r/ tPhrJid.lftlr I.orn\ t,)s,tl

n,,.rt.,,,rr,,,. $,r, ' | , , i , , ' . ' ."1,":" ' , . : l :r, l i l  : i l l , : i l l , : ,
r ,  r h .  , , , u t  t , , D J r ' r ) t i r t  r l  s e n ' t  o r t r c r t r s  n t

: ; " l l i  '  i , i  :  ;  , , ,d ,  . r  , , , , - ,  , , , ,p. . . "  :  .  h. ' r , ' ' r , , r  $,u "^ '
' ' ' * ' l ' ; , ' : " : i ] , " ." ' ' ' , ' *  

, ,dcr lgr '  t . ,  ! ' ' Is r is 'u! !o" rs t l r '  tJcr

,r'", 
"'.i 

,t.i*",' l.'',itlal hii hsm.rort'crl ffosrr rlot-s

" , i .  
. " " ' r . "  "  

"  
: ,  * .  

" ' " '  
q  r :  r r ' " '  i ' t  \ r  r "  f '  n n

1 . , , . ,  ,  r " ' ' . 1  
" " "  

r h  t ' l ' l r r r  " t  r r '  l r r ' r ' l  ' r '  r r r l r  I r '

l ; : "  :  r ;  ,  " . i , , . ,  
, r ,  , ,  ' . " , ,o  r .  p  '  r r  r ,  r  ' | ,u r  r r r r '  r \  r "

; : : . ;  ;  , " .  , ' '  . "  
" '  

' ' . "  1 , " ' '  r  "  
r "  '  I ' r " r " '  ' r !  ' ' r ' '

; , , : . . 1 ' , ; . .  ' ' ' . , ' , , " ,  ( ' r h " '  d r r '  r  ' \ n r  ' r "  '  ' r r i '  i  t  '  i ' ( l

;,;;;;;".,' ".r,r" r ":1i,1:' l it:lr'.,1,'"
n r l r r t ! I L ( t  ,  . , r  t l r L  ' n r l r r
' , " - , ;  

, ' , ,  L r  ' ,  r r \ r  " r  t r r i  r r r ) r r \  " r  
' '  '  L r ' r ' l  r r r '  $ l ' ' l  ' l

i l ;,J;tj.: . r .;, ,;.: ;. ", .,, 
.. r, '. i

ii"i"i"". '"r'" ,'. 'pl'iru rllv orturc or* lrt txf'(r'\r kr drru'

i i ' " .  J ' . " , r '  ' .*"r ' " ,  w'  ' ) rk '  I  5enous ' |DAtrte r i  ! "  r l '  not

,..',r,,.,..,.".. i, ". -'-:,1,.r:T,.::..i:i:ilii ;il,:'Ii'l;.
r ,n) .  A.( l  \ \h . ' r  urs t ru '  o l  ( ) r rg ' r )  $ i \

Fr thcrs r !  g .nc l l

Ih,! ttrr.r! \\l'ir $s rl.. ( '"" 
"' 

1""'ll"'","1t:'"',1:""1,1;]:]:

:l,l;il::" ii":li1;l:':i,illilil"..ili'"' *.'.,. -" -*'.
, . ,  - . . -  

" "  "  
f ' l f ' " f  f ' t * t t ' ' r r  l vhr 'h  sou l '1  ' r ' r t  (h '  t ib lc  r5  on '

m ii:lli:ll':;ll*.":,::lj: i1r;::;: ::li: : il:":ll:':'i
_,{ ) r* . " .1r ,  

r " - ; . , r r r .  I  1  5 ta l ! '  r ) t  \ r r r l ( \  rsk ' r '  r ror '  I

;;l"liilf r,;r,n:::ir ii:ir[: r:::'rjtl t*'ilt#;:j
:liti:li:'il.l;li:lll; 

'll;i,il)ill;ii,;:':1il,' ,',. '''I' ( r'|'u'I n 'n
' : l i l : : i :,f l ' ,1;;1.i i ...\L 

f , ' , (, ' , ,rr. "dr $ur \ 'c Mthr'r

t$iii1tr i;:li Jij:',111; i'u! l,L'i;i l;' l,ilir::|iiiiilll:i:
; , .  , , , .  . '
i f  1  ,  , .  .1  . . , , , ,  ' .  r r '  'a  "  r  ' '
wrl' ,li,: ov(oli rc.rltrxj rn rd fttrf

cLf-AR o8 oBSCtrRt?
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A .orr .spold ing prur . i t t .  ! rcorousl r  f r )onr lar . , l  rh .
t r tnc ot  thc l lc f tnrr r r io |  s  t l ) r r  S.r ip turc i \  r rs  Dcsr  rn.cr t rcr ( r .
Wt crrL Dotr , :cr l  thJr  Lr thuf  . , tpcr t .d  ro
rcspoosc to rh.  ( ! rar{ .  rh. ' r  t l ) . . . .  .  ob!(urr r ics in  rh.  Dtbtc ( . . t t
thc {oRls . r .c  obs.urc ;n or(  F l . r . . .  v( r  rh.y  . r f .  p l . ,s |D
!Dot |$ )  As crr ly  rs  thc secorrd ccrnrrv.  I rerracLrs ar i icu l r tc . t
' 1 , r .  l { L ,  r r l ,  s h .  .  , r (  , ,  , , r J  q r . ! r  ,  r r ,  q  .

FLx ' ! )  ( l lcsr ! , '  Lrn | ) t  r , j tvc, t  t ] ,  h . . !x  of  o(rJrd * .h jcJ,  nse) t .
I '  rh .  . f rnnnr  . t  rhr^r  f ,^s*scd ot .sdx. ,

. r ,  in  r r )b, tar i . r '  b0 .x th,DCJ b!  nrLrx of  Io th. r  inb iqoi tv .
or  c i rg \  r ) r  D.r^  or  . rnorhe.  g. . . r r r . . r rgrDtr ,  but  thnrgs 01

rr . ( ,vr  (h. i r  \o l { , r i ! , }  fDn i ln) ! .  *nrh r r !
n i . t r , r r . f .  r ,J  .ors6t . ! t .  &t  .1 . . r . , ,

Oddlv.  Fr( r r  obje( ts  ro rh.  id( i  thr t ,S. f l t rurc i t l rerpr . rJ

1 l : ' " i t .  " . . "1"  
rvhrrh crcgctr . r l lv  .o l redcrcd b: rs  no m€nhs , . : -

Q' r i . .  r l r (  , rFfos,r r .  rhr  rd lc  is  rh.  nrost  t inJrmcDtal  hcrnocu_
trct l  pr in<rp lc  shcn dc. , lhg ! \ r ih  J \v  p i ( . r  or ' t , r . r . ) rur t - ;  r r
ts .  ! r  r t i . ( r ,  d)c Fr i r r . ip lc  ofconrcxrual  i . tcrpr( t . r i i rD.  Anrorr
tho \ r .$a ( ; ,  J \  dr .  rurb(r  ot  s . f jprurc ( .D t rxrd lv  rn i , ;d  t ( r

CHURCH AND TRADITION

_ 
(  )n.  hnr l  p( !h l .Rr  r .qui rcs dar  r r r ( r t l iLnr  nr  rn, \  c l r t r . r_

rh.  qu.st ioD thr t  wc r t r iscd . r . t icr .o . ( rnt r , {  ! , (
thc rce,:hrrg of rhc .hurch t-low docs .he .txrirl of S.ripturc
.c l . rk  (o rbr \  q i ' r \ t ron? Shoul l t  wc d.p.Dd or  r ] ]e .hurch ro tea.h
us . rbout  thc 5. r iprLrr .?

Ior  rhat  nr t rcr ,  s ,hrr  is  rh.  ro lc , r f  t ra<tn iorr? Ihc
' t t ,  L  ' 1 .  t .  ! \ r  I .  i  , ,  o , M . r i , . , . . r , x , r , . , o ,
' '  r , , . ' . ' , r ' ,  I " , , r , u \ , r r i r . . H . 1 , , . .  \ , , . , 1 / i . , , t

r/. 1r'r, .rr:?a/. (t)rns \ !rvr{r]. t()?t)j tp tz rt (lng., rl\o h.ttl rL, rlns
p.or,p/.. rrc Hin\on. ,,11/r!rrr, p 180

: r l , i i r r .  / / i . r ' r  F  l r l ,  I  1  Hc  Jo . r  obr r r . .  l j o *cv . r .  rhn  r t rc
s2 tbrvord  r r r4  / id  r \  I  wnc  on .  unn i r  r  r (  r .o rh  s  r \  - ( ,  i5 ( i1 r ( .hd

lrr{re. trno trurirr",lvr .o1,urdrqo. o rh. whot. (.nor or
\trphtr._ (p l-l.n ( a (h. pon(irc (rc:(nr.nr n\ tloblrrnl, Irj,,?trr,

LLL\I,( oR Ot1\ uP\L l

p,J,..,,,, ,, ' ,u,",( ] " ""': l::: i ;: l , i .,1 i l;:,: i,"l l '
t . - r " , ,  ' , , t " " "  l l ' c r ' , '  ' - ' r '  " " t i . l ' _  , , , , , . ,  . , . , . , ,  , .
,n  , r ' J ,  r , r r ' t  - / " '  '  L r r  r |n , l l . ' ' l  

. . r , , , ,  - , , . . . , " - '
, , , . , .",., , .  r.,  r{,,, . , , , , , , .  ^r.,{ ..  1,", l-,, , i ,1,,,r/ , ,  , , ,r, i  *
r , ' J  , t  r a  l  r '  !  l n t  

.  
' i l  ; r  

" " '  
'  

" ' 1  ,  , n ,  v r l , ' (  . r  , h (

" , , , t , . ' r , '  
, ' t  s ' , ' t ' , " "  l l r L \  n t t r r  r c t c ' t c r

[J ; . i f l  ' '  ' ] , r  , '  r " ' " ' ,  *hr  r '  \  ' '  " \  r '  n ' \ "  "ur  
rn

Luthd 'ould In't hrlc bc'n thc 'rcgd' l'' $f,s $(Iou thc !r'lP

i .,,,. .,r, ' ,.,,, n,, ,, "t ' :" i: i l  , j :,.:,1".1'
""lj ; l,t ;, i i l , I 1,1'i: ', i l l ,I-: J. , 'r ' l: q '
i ; ' .  ; ; , , , , ; ' , ' '  or  r r rc  s ' r r r tu ' | ' \  rhc l rx ' l r$  \ 'h(h hc A r l

ii:$ ;:::,ll'f l :'l,l11 l'i'.111 1i:' ::ii:'11:::i J:r:
' , ' : ; ' r ' . ,  1 " " " " 1 "  ' 1 " "  ' \ r " h n  r i ' h r r " - "  r "

: i ,  . ; "  ; , .  ̂ , .  J , . ' . r , "  r '  rb \ r " ^ \ r ' " ' r '

ii,i" .i.,,,.., r'.'-, " "11;1 ]1yl';j:';'ii"l,',iii.ili.,,i;
ul::,I'il"'ii.ii:Li''.i.:.:.::ill:'illl:':"- *"' r'id'f 'irtrd!

C.rrs er  t r  th i \  r 'g ' rd Joh Cxlv ins dtveloPnlent '

, ,r , , , ,F, i , , ,1.- rrh,.rr.r '  : : l ; : :  i i ' l i lT;f i  :"
scr rL ' tu r . ,  b r r r  h t  $  F  undt r  FL '  ' l l us in r r  t l

. i ' ; ;  ; i ; . , , , ,  " Jr 'r " rr t 'r '- . ' : l \ f : ; :11";:: ' l i :

" . . , . "*n 
'n.  F hl(  t r(  t idnr r l '  Inn(Lcn'

" : , i , , : , ; ;  
i . ; ,  t ' . h t u ! '  t , h ' ,  r ,  , ' o  ' r r ' r r r r ' . r P f c * ' r  ' n , r 5 1 6

" " i , "  
.  ' ' ,  u J '  t l \  r r r  l r r l r t - " r  ' r r r ' n l r

,pr.. ".r 
'' 
' ''* Jr' r \'rr *r 'I':..'::lii 'l: ilil::l;

h . d r n ' ' , :  ' r ,  l c r {  b r (  t '  " 1 l | ^  1 " ' , " . t , , , ,  $ ^ . , , , , , n r i \ ( d , , 1
u, , i r t  l rs i r  n t r r rng rh ' \ (  t$ '  dL!Lr '< L

i , i , , . , t  ' y " ' " " ' '  r r n ' ' h rn r  A '  l r r '  r r nJ ( '  r r " l i na  o r  t hc

ii"""i."Lr.-.a rnir jccptncc' < ttc *bica mrticr of drc

Riblc .lcnun<lerl .vcr new ttrld(rsl3rorrg rD its interrrlatroDs

. . 1 , 1  l , \  r ,  i \ "  t - n t t , , '  t t '  t ' p  t , -  t 4 t ' , n  - ; ' :  
: :  : ; : : : ' :  

j  
l , l " : : '

r ' l " u ^  ' . r ,  r r r \ u l  L ' l r t r ' ' i l ' I ; r r  \ r  L ' l
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tt7

lt'" T:l:,-:',,.1:i'',1 fiH:::, .,;:;" il ;;,;
pi; i;, i: L i 4i.**llr t'l=,-hlii+
i*i,i'- - * il*1 r,pi[fu:;;,:*,""*'
i$- 3]', -;iliii:tr!- r jlirll
1i i; 'l;i:l : i l^:': I :::':;;l l':ll':l' il"''l"':J :

i-l 'iur !"r,";i lt:l l:x l1i';1":*'i':'i:"llll:':r
(M, t t  l1 :25-26)

$i th in r rse l t .  i | l  r is  f .hr i , ,ns $1r11 \ . ( ( l . r r  phi lo{phr .  i !  r ts
i t t ( ty tn1t i t ' t  / ,y  tn1, i . r l^ , . ! , t r r r ' r r , , ' , )^  r '

Thi \  lasr  porDr i \  r t r . ! r  )nr l rorr . , , , r .  t i , r  ( - r l r r ,  : lso spcnt
.ons!( l . r . ,h [  t ,m( snr( l \ ins rhc nr . r iur  rheokrer .us oarh!  chur(h
t ' ,J . .J .  b(gn l l rq  * i t j r  r |c  151.1 cr t ,nrr r  Lhcrc $. r f  v . rsr lv
,D.rLr \ (d tut . rcrcrs o th(  FJthcrs.  rnr lLrd in{  Arqrrst r r ,
Anrbrosc,  ( lvprrn.  I  h fodorct .  rD( l  , , th .h. '  Cr l r in  \  fos l i io ,
q. rs  r !c l l  rhou{hr  . t r r t :

l r iwr ,  I  po*, in . .  r r .  s l ,oul , l  l , ( ,1( l  n .  r l , .  w,r [  , , t  f t rd i ( r
. \ .ur r .s .  fh . l ler , ) , , , , r rs . ,q h j , , r f l i rs  bourJ l ,v . ' r ( l r r . lcbr(Jnj
r l ' (  ! \ .g . , , . .n  r . r l rno"  o,  t l ,c  .h ! r .h . i l ,o !c  i l l  rh .  cr l t  ,1 ,u. .h.
. .p( . r , r l l f  AuLrst ! i !  l l r  $  rs  urs i l j r+ '  to  ! rv .  ut ,  r l r r  1on\ . , rnd
or  r , t . rP.r . ,h .n

I t  is  c lc . r r .  t Icr r .  rhJr  rh(  I tc t ; rnrr ron l r r Ik .d. r  br . ,k  $ i th
thr  a l , r t  o l  t r . rc l r r rcn but  not  wrrh the t . . rdrhon,r rc l f  

- lh , r  
t l . t

' . r 1 . ' , . , . , . " r  . 1 . ' l  ' l  J  , l . ,  l z , r . . r r r , r .  - r : - . , r  n ' I i , r . . , .
cnt i t !  q , i th  rhc ( lhqshtrD .hur .h rs  I  whok l t  s1,u lJ  nor  h ' ! f

o . .utcd ro thcnr  to in tcq ' rc t  rh.  Sf i ,pr  r r
t t :d ivrdu.r l r .  ( )n r lx  .or . f *y .  thcc ' rgc r lxr  f . r .e l ! l  jD rhcr
mr$l rc t . r t r 'nr  r 'hcrr  rhcr"  * ( r .  ,  o j 'v r r . .J  t l , . r r  r l r r !  ! ! . r .  grvrrg
. \ F r ( \ ! r o r  r o  r l r . t | u r h  r t ! , , r  t .  t h  t l n , t l t

Ui r lanuDr i . l \ ,  so) l r t  rvoulJ hJV.  !s  brL.v.  th . t r  r l ) r
s . ,h, {  ot th l l . i ,nD. tnoD w.rs. ,  br . . rkr rg lo . ,s .  r ic ,Dr  t rLr thorrv
rr  q.n. ' . r l  lnd thr  post  Hr l rght t r rnrcnr  b jb l icr l  . r i t ics,  i r  r l ,c i r
r l l l . , ,1 . , l ,J tdorDrcnr  of  <holh guid. r r<c.r r r .1  r .nt rLnl  r t rd l ( f
r ty .  r 'c rc  r t r l l r  sr ! r rg nrorc consrstcrLt  crpres ' i< ,n to rhc
l r r {hDi . r , t r l  t r i , r . ip lc  o1 t l ic  l tL t i , . r , . \ i ,o , r . "  l ) is tu 'bng rdo ;s
thc l l . r  ih . r r  cvo .oos.r \ ' r t i \ ' .  i ( l ro l .n i  n  our  Jrr  srnrcLrr rcs
( i ! .  rnLL.h h ighrr  l . rbrr tv  t i ,  r r . iv iL lu, r ) i : r r  r ! . r )  k) .orpo. . ! .
r . ! t ro , ,s ibr i r t ! .  rh .  iJr . r  o l  f ! rsu ' , tg  r rur l r  "wh.r .vcr  i t  Dr i !  l . .k i

: ' r  I r  L  l " . l : . r  , ' h )  ( : 11 r , !  I  r n . r r l t | '  ( r , h r l . ! nN , i . r  $ \ ' r n i n1 r ,
l ' , i r l .  t  l l l .  ' , v  . ' i f | n r

'Kn ( \ .  ( . ' J ! r , !  l i \ r s ( l l r  l t ' t r r r t l , \  | r  l l  N *  r L . (  l ) . { . i
S  ! i ' l r ' ) . 1 , . r . / r r , n , , l ( - i l i i , r r  t , t l  l  t n , n i !  l  l l t t t , , r i n \  r t  \ / !  n  1 ,ua l
r  t t , . r , hdn ,  |  ( - , , r , , '  ( l r i ' l n l . t h r  r o r t r , \ \  l ! 77  f r ,  15 .

' f n ! ' 16 .1 )  
)  t l , f ! \ . J f r . l v , i n t ) l i 6  r l ' n  v t r * i  r . r .  l l t v t r .  l t i , an r . " l



tlas TlreChtrch
Mi.sread TheBible?

In this, thc 6rst voldme of Foundatiorts ol C o^t.mporary lnterpre-
tdtion. Moises Silv! prescnts ! unrque ard practical peNp€ctiv€ on
the history of interpretrtion-

''I do not intend io provide n' this volu'he a full-blows histoty of
biblicil henner)enti.s.. .. lRath.r,l my tbesis is lhat ihis histo.y is
charlctcrized by the church s appreciation, sohetises iDplicit
rathd th.D lons(iourlr' lornNtatcd, thar $€ facc a series oI difffcdlt
'tensk\'s' 

iD oD. readins of Scritt'rre. . . . Th€ rttru'pt to hold these
seerning polarides in tension is the principle lhat l)riDss unitv t(' the
grelt diie.sity of problenrs sunotnding tht hittorv of bibli.a)

Some cxalrplcs of thesc areas of ltnsbn !re, To what ertenl
ihorLld *c underst.Dd thc biblical )aneuaEe as being literdl aod to
q h . , 1 ,  \ ' . n t  l g u r r r , v e /  T h "  B l l ' l t r * C " , 1 . W , t J , ' r  r r h r t ' " h t t "
s '  rhn,Drh hnrnan L" 'ng '  and rn hrrnrr r  I "o '  rh-  t ' 'n tnrends of

Co{i are absohlte. vet the hiitoricdl .o r.it ofthe writirrss appca' t'l

fuhlivize cdtanr elenents 
' 'Cod's nessrge shoukl be cleir' )et

. t t ' r  t , '  he r rn l , isrx ,u\ - -
t t r  s i r " . r "e h ' , -  rh.  ,  t " " .  h  'n  r t ,P psr  ha.  rhal r  wrrh rhrn 'J 'n(

is{ r*s,  Si lvd prot i i le t  the read.r  wi lh . r . leder  ins isht  in to the

(oxl.mpo.ary p..rhlems of irterpretatn'r'

M o i s ( s  \ i t r a  ( P L  D  t  r r r v . N i t \ ' n  N l r ' ( h P \ t c t r r {  P r u f c s v '  " l  N ' q
j i . i ; , " . ; , ; . ;  

i i ; ' ; , " ; . ; , r  rh" ' l ' ,s ,  J l  i r ,  m'nkr l  He is  th" ! r rh ' r ' r l

itiiiii.i'iil,',i'' i;,,i' tt'"ir ,vrr'ing r the sen'{rar cditr)r or the
I ourlatnrs ol Conlt.tlJotutu lir'4'r"(r&'r rr'r& s

Found*is\ of Cmt.mr{r.r} trt"prlalioD \e'!s to idennto ud

";'i:;;:;;;,r,,'r.*i';;dr 
rh; r',q;probhh' "r inter'Rtotio' thet

i5i,i#:'ir;,ii*.";',1:lf :.Hr.'*rs*';;*;:l:
'"Jll[ 

*,"''. in rh- se'ies will dircbs- thd 'np&{ or ' sp*ific

^"'a1-'. iii'"1* "" 
't; inr/rp'PrarxnJthc Blrh othrr\orurc!

i. ,i'l l.i". ;'ir 
"r. 

^ .to:Pi louL ar Philo'oPht lirerart c'it''i'n'

ir"g"iiil,, t,r".ry. ...'*. a'd theololv'
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